




































































































































































































































































                                   TOPIC:  MUSICAL THEATRE 
 
Objective # 1:  Students will demonstrate understanding of American 
musical theatre in relation to history and culture.   
 
Activities:

• Read and research information on the stories and music within 
the development of American musical theatre, including stage 
and film musicals. 

• Watch videos that exemplify key points in the evolution of 
modern American musical theatre. 

• Listen to, discuss, describe and identify specific characteristics 
of musicals using appropriate terminology. 

• Analyze the artistic elements of a musical theatre production. 
• Compare musical theatre in relation to other art forms, most 

specifically opera. 
• Compare and contrast works of various writers/composers, as 

well as various genres along the timeline of musical theatre. 
• Discuss the role musical theatre plays within the culture. 

 
Evaluation:  Written evaluation (tests, reports, worksheets), oral/aural 
evaluation (guided listening, presentations), or self/peer assessment. 
 
Resources:  Internet/technology, CDs, videos, books, encyclopedias, related 
literature, art work and other performance media. 
 
 



Objective #2:  Students will demonstrate understanding of American musical 
theatre through performance activities.  
 
Activities: 

• Create mini-musicals based on well-known children’s stories. 
• Perform ensemble activities, teaching improvisation, role-

playing, and teamwork in a non-threatening environment. 
• Create storyboards utilizing ensemble techniques. 
 

Evaluation:  Written evaluation (songs, plays, storyboards), oral/aural 
evaluation (singing, performing, playing instruments), or self/peer 
assessment. 
 
Resources:  Classroom instruments (Orff instruments, choir chimes, 
Boomwhackers, etc.), applicable repertoire, CDs, and recording equipment. 
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